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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING

Report on the 119th meeting, held

on 26th August 2008 in Paris, under the chairmanship

of Yves FILION followed by André MERLIN upon his election

as President of CIGRE 

Were present:

Messrs.

Y. FILION

President of CIGRE




P. TYREE

Treasurer




K. FRÖHLICH

Technical Committee Chairman




J. KOWAL

Secretary General




J. REGIS

President of IEC
J. ADAME MIRANDA  -  M. AMOROUAECHE  - A. AZMI  -  K. BAKIC  -  K. BAUER
R. BEVAN  -  Y. BONDARENKO  -  P. BRAUN  -  M. CHAMIA  -  J. CHRISTENSEN
D-T. CRISTESCU  -  D. CROFT  -  A. DARADKAH  -  P. DE PAUW  -  E. DIALYNAS

A. DJAKOV  -  M. EKHLAT  -  J. ELOVAARA  -  P. ESMERALDO  -  N. FLATABO

C. GELLINGS  -  K. ISAKSSON  -  C. JONES  -  K. KING  -  W. KLING  

J-Y. KOO  -  I. KROMER  -  P. KUNDUR  -  J. LEPECKI  -  A. LEVINZON

A. MERLIN  -  J. MOSER  -  A. MUFTI  -  J. NASCIMENTO BAPTISTA

R. NAUMOV  -  J. NIZOVOY  -  R. PAJO  -  G. RODRIGUEZ -  RUOMEI LI

A. SEKERINSKI  -  P. SMITH  -  F. SOTO MARTOS - I. TAI  -  R. VALDIVIA
L. VELASCO  -  J. WANKOWICZ  -  R. WINDMÖLLER

Were represented:

Messrs.   



G. SANTAGOSTINO by A. BOLZA

G. CARDWELL by T. MITTON



R.P. SINGH by P.P. WAHI
Guest:

Ph. GUILLEMOT
Mr. V. MIROLIUBOV acted as interpreter for Mr. A. DJAKOV


L. NEY acted as Secretary

Excuses for absence:

Messrs. 

B. BINSON  -  I. DARNEL  -  T. GUDMUNDSSON  -  R. MAHMUTCEHAJIC

H. PEREIRA DOMENECH  -  D. ROUHI  -  TRAN DIN LONG  -  W. WHITE

H. YOUNES
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

Report on the meeting held on 26th August 2008 

in Paris – France 

The President opened the meeting at 9.30, welcoming everyone present.  He wished to introduce new members: Abdullah Azmi from Malaysia, Meriem Amorouaeche from Algeria, Ichiro Tai from Japan, Luis Velasco representing the Andean Multinational Committee. Giuglio Santagostino was the new representative for Italy; unable to attend this meeting he had asked for Aldo Bolza to stand in for him.

1. ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT

Yves Filion said that the vote would be proceeded to in accordance with the rules;  counting of the votes, he suggested, would be done by 3 members without right of vote: the former President, the Secretary General and the outgoing President.  This suggestion was supported.

Before proceeding with the vote Yves Filion suggested the two candidates for President take the floor.

André Merlin recalled his past involvement with CIGRE, which had started 40 years back. He pointed to the issues of topical interest on which he had worked; the HV grid had been at the core of CIGRE’s concern and the purpose of the association was to help the power industry in this area. He strongly felt that enhancing expertise was of the utmost importance; so were developing information exchanges which were now facilitated thanks to the new equipment available. Communication worldwide was of essential importance, and making CIGRE better known in all circles was one of his ambitions. Such was the motivation for his candidacy.
Pierre De Pauw said that his focus would be rather on management.  He felt that there had been many changes and improvements since his first involvement with CIGRE in 1994, as regarded aspects such as decision-making. However, some questions should be raised such as: why the same membership fee for all ? He felt that the technical aspect was being handled most satisfactorily by the Technical Committee. Working for a large Company, his involvement went far beyond the technical area, and his efforts for CIGRE would rather concentrate on better management.

As Yves Filion called for comments, Clark Gellings put forward his question:  his concern was the character of CIGRE.  Would it be a French Organisation with others gravitating, or was the intention that it be more international ?

André Merlin’s feeling was that CIGRE’s evolution had been the right one; it was now a truly International Organisation with over 80 countries represented. CIGRE had opened out and should continue toward further international involvement. The role of the new President was to ensure that efforts would be pursued in this direction.

Pierre De Pauw’s view was that if CIGRE adopted a more Company-type running, it would automatically lead to further international development.  Companies were to be made aware that CIGRE meant work not leisure.
Chris Jones said that he was looking forward to the future and hoped that Governing Bodies would include younger people. 
Answering this comment Pierre De Pauw said that it was fortunate that CIGRE counted many men of experience, hence not young, as only experience could provide guidance; moreover, experience was what was needed to attract managers.
Along the same lines Dorin-Traian Cristescu referring to his long teaching experience said that young people were a treasure to be handled carefully before they could become efficient.
The election was then proceeded to.  The result was a majority of votes for André Merlin who thus became the new President of CIGRE.

Yves Filion thanked both candidates who were invited to say a few words.

Pierre De Pauw wished to thank members who had called on him to be candidate for their confidence. Though he had not been elected he would continue in his commitment to CIGRE.

André Merlin expressed happiness at this result. He felt highly gratified to become President of this Association to which he had felt a commitment over decades.  He thanked members for the confidence placed in him and ensured the Council that he would spare not effort to continue and further the work of his predecessors. He also congratulated Yves Filion for the progress made over his 4-year tenure; he hoped Yves would continue to contribute to CIGRE for the benefit of all.
2.
ELECTION OF THE TREASURER

André Merlin then turned to the Item 2 of the Agenda - Election of the Treasurer. The only candidate was Paulo Esmeraldo from Brazil who was called on to say a few words. 

Paulo Esmeraldo recalled that he was first acquainted with CIGRE in 1982 and had been member of the Administrative Council since 2001. He had been SC member, had held various positions on the National Committee. This Committee was very active locally and had largely contributed to the development of CIGRE in the South American Region. This had prompted his candidacy for Treasurer.  He did not have knowledge in finances, but he wished to thank Peter Tyree for kindly imparting his knowledge and experience. He was pleased to say that he had inherited a very healthy financial situation. He would follow Peter Tyree’s recommendations and hoped that he would perform as well as the former Treasurer.

Paulo Esmeraldo was elected as Treasurer by acclamation.

André Merlin thanked Paulo Esmeraldo and was very pleased to welcome him on the new team of Officers.

3.
ELECTION OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

Klaus Fröhlich had completed the first part of his 4-year term and was pleased to continue, which position was strongly supported by Admin. Council members.  The President thanked the TC Chairman for his work and looked happily forward to the future collaboration.
4. ELECTION OF STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

It was recalled that members had received brief CVs from the candidates; so elections could be proceeded with now, which was done.

Handing out of the ballots was a little hasty causing some miscounting and calling for a new round. The President remarked that there was room for improvement. The process would have to be tighter in future elections to prevent any slip-up. Several members volunteered suggestions for improvement which will be duly taken into account.
The Secretary General gave the result of the elections: the three National Committees with the highest number of votes were:  China, Belgium and Argentina.

5. ELECTION OF TWO ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

Jean Kowal pointed out that the two candidates for these functions were Kresimir Bakic from Slovenia and Jarmo Elovaara from Finland.  The CVs of the two candidates had been circulated earlier.

The two candidates were elected by acclamation.
6. DELEGATION OF FINANCIAL POWERS

Jean Kowal recalled that the Administrative Council delegates financial powers to the President who in turn sub-delegates these to the Secretary General for the day-to-day operation of the Central Office.
7. DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING

Jean Kowal said that there was an invitation from Argentina, and invited the Chairman of the National Committee to speak. Jorge Nizovoy said that the National Committee of Argentina would be very pleased to host the 2009 Administrative Council meeting.  The venue would be Buenos Aires.  The event would include a meeting with local experts: “Argentina Day”. The date proposed and agreed on was 13th to 16th October 2009.  
André Merlin thanked Mr. Nizovoy for this invitation which was accepted with pleasure.

All items having been discussed the President thanked Administrative Council members for their participation.

The meeting was adjourned at 12.00 noon.
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